PRESIDENT’S CONFERENCE

THE AGE-OLD
QUESTION:

THESPARTANDAILY.COM WILL FEATURE
VIDEOTAPED COVERAGE THIS EVENING
OF A NEWS CONFERENCE WITH SJSU’S DON KASSING
VOLUME 130
ISSUE 11
thespartandaily.com

By MICHAEL PASAOA
Staff Writer

SJSU students from GenerationEngage discussed ways to reduce
the incidence of extreme poverty
with the third-highest ranking United Nations official, Kemal Dervis,
through a video iChat conference
Feb. 6.
Dervis is the United Nations’ development programme administrator.
The Millenium Development
Goals are a set of priorities established to cut poverty in half by 2015,
said Jaime Contreras, San Jose outreach coordinator of GenerationEngage, a civic engagement initiative
for young adults.
GenerationEngage formalizes different things like civic engagement
through media access, Contreras
said. If students want to get involved
with learning how to make their own
blog or short documentary or news
article using video or audio, then
“GenGage” facilitates those resources to students on campus.
“GenGage” members from Miami
also participated in the iChat discussion with Dervis, who broadcasted
from New York, on how to deal with
the goals on a local level.
Chris Carter, a senior theatre and
political science major, asked Dervis
why he cared about global issues and
why young people should also care.
“I enjoy many things, but when I
see real misery, I think we’re all the
same,” Dervis said. “Then we can’t
really enjoy what we have.
“In the modern world with TV,
with the Internet, with iChat, with all
the communications we have, we can
see and feel the misery much more
than maybe our grandfathers, fathers
and mothers have in the past.”
He said that traveling overseas
is a step that young people can take
by linking up with those in other
countries to help bring the world
together.
“Peace-building beyond ethnicbased politics is important,” Dervis
said.
Ashley Brackmann, a 2006 graduate from SJSU and a member of AIESEC, was at the conference.
She said AIESEC is an organization, with an on-campus chapter,
that provides internships abroad and
enables people to have a worldwide
view and bring about cultural understanding.
“Trying to be in an extracurricular
activity on campus and trying to live
this environmentally savvy lifestyle
can be overwhelming for students,”
said Brackmann.
The Cesar Chavez Community
Action Center and “GenGage” are
partnering up to provide these resources to students on campus.
Maribel Martinez, Cesar Chavez
Community Action Center program
coordinator, said an international service trip to Tanzania is planned for
2009.
“Our democracy is a dialogue that
has to be a conversation between students and the political leaders that
we elected, and we need to be a part
See U.N., Page 2

See STUDENT CULTURE, page 4.
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The actual headlines from city and college newspapers and Web publications followed President Don Kassing’s blood drive suspension.

Controversy no longer local
News of SJSU’s blood drive suspension spans coast-to-coast
Staff Writer

In the wake of SJSU President
Don Kassing’s decision to suspend
all on-campus blood drives, media outlets from around the United
States are taking notice to the issue.
Last week, Kassing had to decide whether to break university
policy and allow the blood drives
on campus to continue or to ignore
the university’s nondiscrimination
policy as it relates to the blood donation process.
The decision is “believed to be
the first by a U.S. College,” according to an article in the San Jose
Mercury News.

According to Kassing’s e-mail
message to the campus community
Jan. 29, he wrote: “I am suspending
all blood drives at San Jose State
University on the grounds that the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s lifetime blood donor deferral
affecting gay men violates our nondiscrimination policy.”
College newspapers across the
United States have recently reported on the suspension without taking
a stand.
The Badger Herald, which is the
University of Wisconsin’s newspaper, reported on the story and said
that if their school followed in SJSU’s footsteps it would have a significant effect on blood banks.

In an editorial by the Spectrum,
the University of Buffalo’s newspaper in New York, they agree that the
process of banning gay men from
donating blood is a cause worthy of
protest.
But they wrote that, “Banning
blood drives on SJSU’s 30,000-person campus will only hurt many innocent people in the community.”
Radio and TV stations have also
picked up the topic. KGO radio in San
Francisco, KRIV television in Houston and WBAL radio in Maryland
are just some of the stations running
broadcasts about the controversy.
SJSU seems to be alone when
it comes to suspending the blood
drives. A number of news mediums

are agreeing that discrimination is
a problem, but they do not see the
logic in banning the drives.
“The administration’s decision, though commended by some
gay-rights groups,” said Antoinette
Jenna Pizzi of the Daily Free Press,
“has blood banks worried other
universities and institutions will
follow in San Jose State’s footsteps
and cancel blood drives, causing a
shortage of blood.”
The Daily Free Press is Boston
University’s independent student
newspaper.
Local television news station,
KRON Channel 4, ran a special
See BLOOD, Page 2

Computer science goes Swiss for the summer
By KATE TAYLOR
Staff Writer

PHOTO COURTESY OF YVERDON LES-BAINES

Exchange students for the Swiss Summer University program
found a spot on the page of one of Switzerland’s newspapers.

SJSU computer science professors
Jon Pearce and Sam Khuri jumped at
the opportunity to take a group of students to Switzerland for free last July
when they participated in the Swiss
Summer University program.
Thirty computer science, computer engineering and software engineering students from the U.S. were
chosen to participate in a three-week
session of labs and lectures alongside
30 students from Yverdon Les-Baines campus in Western Switzerland.
SJSU, CSU Long Beach and CSU
Fullerton each brought their own
groups of 10 students and two faculty
members to travel to Yverdon, in the
French region of Switzerland for the
program’s first session last summer.
“I have a keen interest in security, and I want to pursue my Ph.D.
in security,” said Esha Patil, a graduate computer science student, “So I
thought it would be a good opportunity for me.”
Michel Rochat, CEO of Yverdon-les-Baines’ School of Business
and Engineering Vaud, proposed the
summer exchange program two years
ago and was awarded a grant from

MOSTLY SUNNY
FREE SINCE 1934

IF IT BLEEDS, IT LEADS

By CHRIS BAUSINGER

67˚ / 45˚

the Swiss government that was used
to subsidize participating students’
travel and housing expenses.
“It was pretty much free,” said
Ralph Alvarez, a computer science
graduate student. “The only thing
that we had to pay for was for food
while we were over there.”
Patil, Alvarez and recently graduated computer science major Frank
Chan took courses in computer science or network security taught by
Swiss and American professors.
The courses, all taught in English,
were sectioned into lectures and into
labs so the students could apply what
they learned.
“They tried to cram in a lot of information at one time,” Chan said.
The 21-day experience, however,
was not entirely spent in the classroom.
“The program was sort of two-fold,”
Alvarez said. “It was also designed to
be a cultural exchange. So while we
were there, they also had activities that
the Swiss had planned for the U.S. students and the Swiss students.”
The 60-plus group attended the
Montreux Jazz Festival at Lake Geneva
and the Paleo Music Festival in Nyon.
“It’s like the Lollapalooza of EuSee SWISS, Page 2

Time
costs
money
By JESSE KIMBREL
Staff Writer

Library late fees give students an
opportunity to pay more to the university for their educations.
Becka Ann Paulsen, associate vice
president of finance at SJSU, said that
in the current fiscal year — from July 1
until now — students have accumulated $47,000 in library late fees.
She said her office anticipates
$65,000 by the end of this fiscal year
in June.
“If a student or school administrator pays a late fee, the money goes to
the university not the city,” said Luann
Budd, administrative officer at the Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Library.
Budd said students have access to
the library’s online articles and databases from home, whereas the general public does not.
Budd added that if students lose a
book they borrow from the King Library, the students must pay for the
cost of the books, which goes back
to the library.
If there is a late fee tacked on,
then that money goes to SJSU.
The King Library doesn’t earn any
profits from public late fees, said Lorraine Oback, marketing and communications director at the library. She said
the money that the public pays for late
fees goes into the city’s general fund.
The King Library’s Web site indicates that late fees accumulate on
a “per day basis,” but the maximum
for most, but not all, items is $10.
University material and most of
the material owned by the library has
a loan period of three weeks, according to the Web site. The library will
send a borrower a courtesy reminder
a few days before the borrowed item
is due back and up to seven days after
the item is late.
Kay Paronable, a freshman occupational therapy major, said she had a
late fee at the King Library and knew
it, but she’s never received a message
about it.
Another student said that she had
never heard from the library about a late
fee she knew she had for two years.
Randall Anderson, access services
coordinator at the King Library, said
the main thing students should think
about when they don’t return a book
is other students, not the money involved in the late fee.
He said “we are all trying to help
each other,” and when a book isn’t
returned it hurts other people who
might need to use that book.
In addition, Anderson said longoverdue fees are now being turned
into a collection agency and can
harm students’ credit scores.
Anderson said no one should check
See FINES, Page 2
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SWISS Switzerland’s students
coming to SJSU in 2009
Continued from Page 1
rope,” Pearce said of Paleo.
Last year, the program did not
have as many applicants as Pearce
had anticipated.
“I think people didn’t believe it
when I said it was free,” he said.
Pearce said the program’s innovators created it with their students’ futures in the business world in mind.
The motivating factor behind its
creation, Pearce said, was for the
Swiss computer science students to
receive experience working and collaborating internationally.
“Nowadays with outsourcing, it’s
all about international collaboration,
being able to do big software projects,” Pearce said. “There are going
to be teams all over the world—
you’re going to have to deal with
cultural differences and language
differences.”

Plans are already set for the Swiss
students to come to SJSU for the
2009 summer session.
“I think sort of being American,
you’re not really used to such generosity,” Alvarez said. “The people
there were so incredibly nice. I don’t
know if we would have that warm of
a reception for (the Swiss students) if
they came here.”
The application deadline for 2008’s
summer program is March 21.

A SWISS SUMMER:
More information about the
program can be found online at
http://www.cs.sjsu.edu/faculty/
pearce/summer2008/index.html.

CAMPUS NEWS

U.N. Some say
to start locally
Continued from Page 1

THESPARTANDAILY.COM

BLOOD Decision ‘based
on principles ... values’
Continued from Page 1

of these larger international institutions,” Contreras said. “The best investment we have is in young people
on the local level.”
Jeremiah Navarrette, a freshman
environmental studies major, was
curious about how we could change
the world on a local level.
“People know, but they don’t take
initiative,” Navarrette said.
Megan Fluke, a senior environmental studies major and director of
the Environmental Resource Center,
said the Millennium Development
Goals are outstanding but would seem
more feasible if the most basic goals
were given priority over others.
“A lot of the goals are mutually
reinforcing, and if we concentrate
only on one or two of them, we won’t
make it,” Dervis said.

report on the university’s decision but highlighted the need for
an excess blood supply brought
to attention by the Stanford Blood
Center.
In that report KRON did not
ask potential donors about the
process of trying to donate blood.
They stressed the importance of
donating blood but focused on the
shortage instead of providing the
public with information on where
to go to donate.
SJSU representatives stressed
that they are not telling students
or faculty that it is wrong to donate blood.
“What San Jose State has done
is to take an institutional position

based on principles, based on values,” said Larry Carr, the university’s associate vice president for
public affairs.
President Kassing, in his letter to
the campus community wrote that
he does not want to confuse anyone.
Kassing wrote, “I recognize
the importance of giving blood
and we know that universities are
a significant source of blood …
however, lacking further action
by the FDA, we are guided by the
clear mandates of our non-discrimination policy.”
Although the media coverage
of the suspension of blood drives
has not been completely in favor of
president Kassing’s decision, it was
made on the grounds of conflicting
university and FDA policies.

Classifieds
EMPLOYMENT
PERSONAL TRAINERS Almaden Valley Athletic Club
trainers must hold a current
personal training certification
and be CPR certified; ACSM,
NSCA, and/ or NASM certification highly desirable. Bachelors
Degree in Kinesiology/ Health/
Nutrition or related field is preferred. Evening & weekend
availability preferred. Please
submit resumes to smudgett@
avac.us (408)445-4953
FOOD SERVICE/ESPRESSO
BAR/HOST PT positions in
S’vale restaurant. Flex hrs.
$11.50 to start. Call Wendy@(408) 733-9331
DELIVERY DRIVERS Party
rental business. Perfect for
students. Earn up to $250 every weekend. Must have reliable truck or van. Heavy lifting
is required. 408 292-7876
THE OLD SPAGHETTI FACTORY We are currently hiring
for P/ T positions. We offer a
great working environment
with day & evening shifts for
responsible & energetic people. Apply in person 2:30 to
4:00 Wed-Fri. We are located
in San Pedro Square

UNDERCOVER
SHOPPERS

Earn up to $70 per day. Undercover Shoppers needed to
judge retail and dining establishments. EXP. Not RE. CALL
800-722-479

ATTENTION SPARTANS Welcome back! Are you looking for
part-time/ full-time work to help
you get through the school semester? Well, look no further.
Corinthian Parking Services
is looking for valet parking attendants for our local shopping malls, hotels and private
events. We will work around
your school schedule.
Requirements for an interview:
* Valid California Class C license
* Current DMV printout
* Responsible, well-groomed
and punctual.
* EXCLT CUST SERVICE
If you qualify, please call Kyle
408-981-5894 or Rick 408593-9612 for an interview.
ARE YOU READY TO CUT
THROUGH THE CROWD? To
stand out? To show the “real
world” what you’re made of?
*****************************
An Internship with VECTOR
can offer you REAL pay, flexibility, and opportunities for
advancement. No cubicle,
no copy machine. Just the
chance to earn professional
experience in a rewarding environment that offers you the
flexibility you need and the resposnsibilty you deserve.
Watch for us on-campus
throughout the semester, or
CALL 866-1100 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
www.workforstudents.com/
sjsu
*****************************

$$ GOT SPERM? $$ -Palo
Alto. Up to $1100/ month.
MEN wanted for California
Cryobank’s sperm donor program. APPLY ONLINE: www.
SPERMBANK.com
COLLEGE STUDENTS: We
pay up to $75 per survey.
www. GetPaidToThink.com

DAYCARE TEACHERS AND AIDES

Action Day Primary Plus seeking Infant, Toddler, and Preschool Teachers and Aides.
F/ T and P/ T positions available. Substitute positions are
also available that offer flexible
hours. ECE units are required
for teacher positions but not
req. for Aide and Day Care positions. Excellent opportunity
for Child Development majors.
Please call Shawna for an interview at 247-6972 or fax resume to 248-7350.

CHILDCARE NEEDED (PT)
Cupertino: Mon-Fri 3-5.
2yr old (Emma)/4 yr old (Adonis). Energetic and sweet kids.
Adonis has developmental delays & functions @ 2.5 yr level.
Great opportunity for child ed
or speech path student. Call:
408-446-1716.
RECEPTIONIST P/T $15/
HR Do you have exc. phone
etiquette, prof. appearance,
reliable, multi-tasker, and dependable? Well, you’re just
the person we need for this
position! Email avail. days and
hours (based on a 9-5 day) to
receptionistdds@gmail.com

SERVICES
NOTARY PUBLIC Downtown
San Jose at 4th & St. John. 2
blocks from campus. 115 N. 4th
Street #125. 408-286-2060

LIFEGUARDS
WANTED!
Easter Seals seeks lifeguards,
swim instructors & aquatic specialists for heated, indoor pool
in San Jose (Bascom & Moorpark). Flexible hours/ days
available, Mon-Sat. Must have
current: lifeguard certificate
and CPR/ First Aid with Title
22. Send resume and cover
letter via email to jobs@esba.
org, or fax to 408-275-9858.
$11 to 13.25+/ hour, DOE. Call
Tiago for more info, (408)2950228

FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair
PC Data Recovery Remove Virus Bring this AD for 10% OFF
(408)469-5999

DOCTOR’S OFFICE Part Time
B/ L Spanish, Front and Back
office $13/ hr (408)923-0309

Spartan Daily
Classifieds

Need a Roommate?
Need a Job?
Need a Roommate
with a Job?

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces. Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line. The first line will be
set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces. A minimum of three lines is required. Deadline is 10:00 am , 2weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1
2
3
4
RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.

DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied. The
classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the
newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or addresses
for additional information. Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they should

$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID. • NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount. Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 am to 3pm STUDENT ID
REQUIRED. Rate applies to student’s individual ads only. Not intended for businesses and/or other persons. Frequency
discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com

require complete information before sending money for goods or services. In addition, readers should carefully investigate
all firms offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations or merchandise.

FINES

Continued from Page 1
out books for other people. It doesn’t
matter who the person is, he said,
“even if it’s your wife,” people tend
to forget about library material when
they didn’t check it out themselves.
Anderson said students can still
check out books at the King Library
if they have late fees on their accounts — until it reaches a $10 limit
they can no longer borrow until it is
paid. He said if you need a book but
don’t have the money for the fine,
circulation will accept a portion of
the unpaid amount in exchange for
library material.
Anderson said that if a student loses a book that belongs to the university, he or she has the option to replace
the book by bringing in a new copy
of the same book that they purchased
elsewhere. This will replace the $100
fine for a lost book. Students don’t
have this option if the lost material is
library property, Anderson said.

3

Opinion

Do you agree with SJSU’s ban on blood drives?
Vote online at thespartandaily.com

TUESDAY

thespartandaily.com

Letter to the editor

FEBRUARY 12, 2008

A case of mistaken identity

The letter below refers to Liza Atamy’s column “Who are
the real terrorists?” from Feb. 6.

Muslim-Americans are lucky to live in freedom
To Liza Atamy and the Spartan Daily,
Your article indeed does a hurtful injustice to American freedoms
and the religious tolerance practiced here — especially for MuslimAmericans.
Muslims are integrating into American culture and have had the
freedom to build mosques and establish families here with equal
rights as citizens and access to education. On the SJSU campus, you
will see a number of Muslim women wearing hijabs and practicing
their rights to religious freedom. There is even a magazine for Muslim
women, “Muslim Girl,” that addresses the many Muslim women in
America who have proudly established this country as their home.
With religious considerations, Muslim communities are often
more inwardly directed. Muslims have their own laws. A debate is
fueling in Britain and Germany right now as to whether to allow
Muslim laws to have power over governmental jurisdiction as they
do at the moment. You should know some laws in Islam regarding
women’s rights are controversial. Just last year, Muslim women in
Egypt protested female genital mutilation — they were overwhelmed
by the antagonistic response by Muslim men. And try wearing a hijab
in France in the public school system. I’m afraid that isn’t allowed.
America is based on religious freedom. We have just seen a Mormon run for president, and in January of last year this nation allowed
for a Representative of Congress (Keith Ellison) to swear on the
Quran before taking office.
This article vastly undermines America’s freedoms and the prominent Muslim-Americans who are and will continue to influence
this country. I recommend reading “The Trouble with Islam Today:
A Muslim’s Call for Reform in Her Faith” to look at the freedoms
denied to Muslims in their own countries, and not in practicing
democracies like America.

HEATHER DRISCOLL
There, I Said It
“I voted Republican but —”
Already I feel the anxiety swelling throughout
my body, through my veins, impairing my lungs,
making it impossible to gasp out a single word in
my defense.
And I’m merely having this conversation with
myself.
I’m a registered Republican and yes, I voted for
Bush — the second time around.
But I swear I’m not a bad person. I go to school,
pay my bills, love my family, give when I can …
There I go, defending myself again. Because
God forbid I go to hell for voting Republican.
“Defense.” A word that goes hand-in-hand with
“Republican,” especially for California’s Republicans.
Here, Republicans are often deemed evildoers,
devils incarnate, Antichrists, if you will. But last
time I checked, I couldn’t find any horns under this
mop of hair.

I feel betrayed by my own country … by my
own people. Sticking me into a group I’m suppose
to identify with, a group that has fallen under the
nose of scrutiny because of one man’s decision.
We have indulged ourselves in the Iraq war to the
point where we have neglected our own civil war
— the war between Republicans and Democrats.
Democrats are too busy relishing in the aberrations of the Republican party, and Republicans are
too busy sitting on hills of money, counting every
nickel and dime.
Why would I want to identify with either of
these parties? It’s simple; I don’t.
It’s unfair to say all Democrats and Republicans
are just as I described above, because they’re not.
It was an assumption, a judgment I made on a few
clumps of people.
I’m neither a Republican nor a Democrat. I try
to think objectively about all views.
I’m a pro-choicer, death-penalty supporter and
gay-rights supporter.
But because I voted for Bush, I’m a prude, a
soul-sucking deviant who enjoys bombing countries for the hell of it.
What about a woman? What about a daughter?
What about a journalist? Or a human being? Why
should my political views strip me of all honor and
pride?
Because we’re all a bunch of evil crooks, right?
Are we all?
Are all Muslims terrorists?

Did all Nazis hate Jews, or did the more malignant ones gain control?
I don’t know. You don’t know.
What I do know is we are becoming more divided despite the unwavering desire to become united.

Why should my political views
strip me of all honor and pride?
Because we’re all a bunch
of evil crooks, right?
We hate and disparage others who think differently because we’re too afraid to take a damn good
look at ourselves; for if we did, we’d only see a
baggage of powerless individuals too lazy to make
a change.
I don’t defend Bush. I don’t defend the war, and
I’m not rallying for Republicans.
I am simply dismayed by the rest of America
seeming to want to abandon the concern for human
advancement in favor of berating a group over one
president and his eight-year dispensation.
C’mon people. Wake up and get a clue.

“There, I Said It” appears the second Tuesday
of every month. Heather Driscoll is a Spartan
Daily student culture editor.

Alexander Miller
Junior at SJSU

Even a fake wedding comes with real stress

Comments from the Web
The comments below refer to Liza Atamy’s column “Who
are the real terrorists?” from Feb. 6.

Religious violence carries several forms
American Muslims aren’t the same thing as the extremists on
television. This from the same people who claim that all pagans are
Satanists. I mean, come on. It’s always about demonizing someone
or something.
And sound bites about how oppressive one religion is over another are moot if you don’t take into account the barbarities done in
the name of Christendom. People are always killing each other about
religions or they’ll say it’s because of religion. Oh sure, blame God
or some higher power for why you did something bad. Yeah, that’s
real original.
That media is the same one that tries to say certain books encourage bad behavior or that video games make people violent. I think
people make people violent. And people make themselves violent,
whatever the excuse.
I’ve known nonviolent Muslims and even a few positive contributing members of the community who were Satanists.
California’s just a little weird like that. It’s not as simple as might
be suggested.
-Luke A.

Right-wing media leads way to ‘Islamophobia’
Thanks for writing this article.
There is definitely a problem of “Islamophobia” in the United
States and elsewhere. It’s usually escalated by the radical right-wing
media personalities who are also extremely racist. I’m glad we live in
a place where many know better than to take their information from
these folks.
There are influential people on both sides who use things such as
religion and patriotism to gather up the masses for their own political
and economic motives, but the vast majority of us see right through
these people. There is a huge amount of good people everywhere,
and some can only realize this by traveling the world and actually
living with the average everyday people.
-Billal

Readers can comment on any Spartan Daily
article at thespartandaily.com

FELICIA ANN AGUINALDO
Positively Pessimistic
I am not the person you may think I am.
I am a fake bride turned wannabe bride, a weddingshowcase attendee turned event crasher, an innocent
liar turned full-fledged liar.
But before I give you the lies, let me tell you the
truth.
Ever since I was young, I have obsessed over anything that has to do with weddings: cakes, dresses,
rings, you name it.
Every once in a while I find myself flipping
through bridal magazines — and occasionally buying them — even though I am years away from an
actual engagement.
I even joke about having a secret scrapbook of
wedding ideas, and even though I don’t have an
actual scrapbook, I do have one conjured up in my
head — and it’s organized by venues, dressmakers,
budget, photographers ... you get the idea.
It wasn’t until last weekend when I finally crossed
off No. 28 of my pre-engagement to-do list: Go to a
wedding showcase just for fun.
When my friend Kaitlin told me a bridal showcase was coming to San Jose, we immediately made
plans to go.
Then we went through the checklist of untruths,
just in case anyone suspected that we weren’t really
brides-to-be.
And now for the well-rehearsed lies:
1. I am the bride. Kaitlin is my maid of honor.
2. I am recently engaged to my boyfriend of three
years.
3. I haven’t had time to think about wedding arrangements, so I just wanted to check things out.
4. My wedding isn’t until the summer of 2009,
so I really wouldn’t feel comfortable signing up for
anything.

Spartan Daily

5. We’re getting married in our hometown, San
Diego, so it wouldn’t make sense to commit to anything up here in San Jose.
I’m sure we could have gotten into the showcase as regular wedding fanatics, but the fabrication
made it more fun — and don’t act like you’ve never
pretended to be someone you weren’t just for fun.
On Sunday, Kaitlin and I awoke and prepared for
our afternoon of wedding planning, and, boy, did we
prepare.
We broke away from our comfortable wear and
donned heels and nice jeans, we put makeup on our
usually bare faces, and I even caught myself straightening my already straight hair.
Without even realizing it, we had transformed
from a pair of fakers to a pair of wannabes.
When we arrived at the expo, I was nervous. I
stuck my “Bride” sticker onto my sweater and filled
out the registration with my real contact information
for fear of the vendors performing an on-the-spot
Internet search and finding out I was an imposter.
I let Kaitlin do most of the talking while I added
myself to mailing list after mailing list.

I’m sure we could have gotten into the
showcase as regular wedding fanatics,
but the fabrication made it more fun.
I didn’t open up until we visited the cake booth,
where I chatted up the vendor and asked question
after question about fondant (a sweet sugar paste
used as icing), pricing and whether working in a
cake bakery was anything like “Ace of Cakes.”
It was also at the cake booth where I found out
how shockingly expensive weddings really are:
the average three-tiered fondant-covered cake runs
about $800.
I may have been a bride imposter, but I was actually learning a few things while planning my future wedding: I’d prefer a DJ to a band, the cheapest
photography package costs about $1,700, and I want
my save-the-date cards to be magnets.
At 2 p.m., Kaitlin and I grabbed front-row seats
for the fashion show, where we commented on which
dresses we didn’t like, which styles complemented
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which features and which tuxedo colors looked good
on what skin tone.
“I wanna get married now,” I found myself telling
Kaitlin.
All of the wedding planning was getting to my
head.
About 10 minutes into the show, the emcee announced the winners of several raffle prizes.
“Please don’t let me win,” I thought to myself as
I crossed my fingers.
I had tried as hard as I could to stay away from
the raffles, even though I desperately wanted the allexpenses-paid honeymoon in Hawaii.
“A one-night stay at the Marriott in Silicon Valley,”
the emcee announced. “Congratulations, Felicia Ann
Aguinaldo.”
“Oh, crap,” I thought. Apparently I didn’t stay
away from that raffle.
I retrieved my prize and read the certificate,
which entitled my “fiance” and me to “one Deluxe
room for two, for one night including breakfast at
the Harvest Cafe.”
For the first time in my life, I actually won a raffle
— a raffle I didn’t even deserve to be entered into,
but I’m not complaining.
“She stole a prize from a real bride,” Kaitlin’s sister told her once we got back.
Well, at least I didn’t win the complimentary
engagement photo session or the wedding dress —
only then would I feel extremely horrible.
At least this prize doesn’t require a real bride or
a real groom. It simply requires a real stressed-out
person in need of one night away from the real world
and in need of a free breakfast.
And thanks to the stress my fake wedding has
introduced to my real-wedding planning, I am that
person.
Hey, I may not be the person you thought I was,
but if I were, I wouldn’t be relaxing in the deluxe
room with room service.
Marriott, here I come.

“Positively Pessimistic” appears every Tuesday.
Felicia Ann Aguinaldo is a Spartan Daily copy editor.
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

“I respect John
McCain for his
half-century of
service to this
country, but he is
on the wrong
side of history
right now.”
SEN. BARACK OBAMA
Said to a crowd of 11,000
people in Baltimore yesterday.
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The Ultimate Burrito

SJSU is right in the middle of a war: the war for your taste buds. Students may ﬁnd themselves struggling to ﬁnd the place with the
perfect burrito downtown other than La Victoria Taqueria and Iguana’s Taqueria. There are a number of downtown businesses that oﬀer
stomach-stuﬃng burritos for fairly cheap prices. In a quest to ﬁnd the ultimate downtown burrito, a criteria was created in order to fairly
evaluate the food. Here were the rules to reviewing the burritos: they had to be of the “super” variety, they had to have carne asada (steak)
and they had to be in walking or long-boarding distance oﬀ campus.
By CHRIS BAUSINGER
Staff Writer

Chalateco is a Salvadoran and Mexican restaurant at 515 S. 10th St.
They specialize in Salvadoran food but make one mean burrito.
Their “one size fits most” burrito comes with your choice of meat,
beans, rice, lettuce, cilantro, onions, cheese, sour cream and fresh salsa.
Somehow, they manage to stuff it inside of a flour tortilla.
The burrito wasn’t that messy — only two napkins required — but it
did leave a desire of less filler and more meat. For $5.25 it would be hard
to argue over a burrito so big they have to cut it in half.
The building is somewhat deceiving and doesn’t have much curb appeal, but staying away from there because of yellow and orange exterior
paint would be foolish.
On the other side of 10th Street you have Super Taqueria. The recently
refurbished restaurant is a block away from Campus Village and offers a
unique burrito.
Their super burrito is loaded with a choice of one of eight meats, beans,
fresh salsa, cheese and slices of avocado. Rice can be added for a little
extra stuffing.

The meat is well marinated and was in abundance — in almost every
bite.
The 10th street business is pretty busy during the lunchtime hours, but
most meals seemed to be made in less than five minutes. Speaking of subfive, a Super Burrito from Super Taqueria is priced at $4.29.
If you don’t mind walking a little bit farther, San Jose Taqueria is on
East Santa Clara and Sixth streets, right across from City Hall.
Taqueria San Jose’s Super Burrito holds your choice of meat, beans,
rice, sour cream, guacamole and salsa. All of the ingredients were equal
in proportion and managed to be folded into the flour tortilla.
The super burrito had a higher price of $5.65 but was so stomach-filling
that it was hard to argue with the price for the amount of food that was
given.
There are free chips and salsa with the purchase of an entrée, but
the Super Burrito is so large, it might not be possible to eat anything
else.
There are other burrito places around downtown, but these are the ones
I would suggest if you are on campus and do not want to try to find parking during the week.
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Taqueria San Jose serves up burritos almost twice the size of a can of soda.
By TOMMY WRIGHT
Staff Writer

El Sabroso, located at 175 N. Fourth St., has a super burrito that includes,
beans, rice, cheese, sour cream, guacamole, salsa and your choice of meat.
The burrito lives up to its “super” title and also comes with chips.
My burrito was thick and heavy, though it had more beans and rice than
meat. The meat was very tender, but it could have used more seasoning.
The burrito got a little sloppy toward the end, but it kept itself together.
The $5.95 price was well worth the burrito and chips. Salsa was available
at a salsa bar.
Everything in the burrito was fresh, and the cooks are in the front so
you can watch your food as it is made.
The next burrito was from La Taqueria. Located in the heart of
downtown at 15 S. First St., La Taqueria looks somewhat like an old Taco
Bell building, but the food looks nothing like it.
The super burrito came with the standard ingredients: beans, rice, salsa,
cheese, guacamole, sour cream and meat. But what made this burrito
stand out was the carne asada. It was seasoned to perfection.

The burrito was very flavorful, with spicy meat and salsa that was
cooled off by the sour cream and beans.
The burrito was a bit watery, and toward the end it became very
sloppy.
At a price of $8.39, the burrito could have had a little more meat in it.
It was enjoyable but not quite worth the price.
Although La Taqueria looks similar to Taco Bell, a burrito from Muchos
tasted the closest to it. Located at 72 E. Santa Clara St., its Gigante burrito
contained the usual beans, rice, cheese, salsa, sour cream, guacamole and
choice of meat. All of the contents seemed fresh, but the burrito was lacking.
First off, the burrito was wrapped with a tortilla that was too big for
all of the contents, leaving an excessive amount of tortilla per bite. The
burrito also lacked any spices or flavor that would help separate it from
the others. There was too much of the salsa, which seemed as though it
contained no spices.
The burrito was a decent size and had a good amount of meat, but it
was too bland.
Muchos was filling, but it just wasn’t quite worth the $5.95 price of the
burrito.
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